SUPPORT LETTER FOR SBX8 40(KEHOE)
Honorable Christine Kehoe

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 5050

Sacramento, California 95814

RE: Senate Bill X8 40—Support

Dear Senator Kehoe:

On behalf of (insert agency name), I write to inform you of our support for your Senate Bill X8 40, which would establish the Local Government Mutual Aid Enhancement Program within the California Emergency Management Agency.

Among other things, Senate Bill X8 40 would require insured to pay a special purpose surcharge on each commercial and residential fire and multi-peril insurance policy issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2010, equivalent to 4.8 percent of the premium written on residential fire and multi-peril insurance or the property exposure for commercial policies in California. These funds shall be deposited into the Emergency Response Fund, which is created in the State Treasury.
In additional to supporting a revenue shortfall in funding for the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), Senate Bill X8 40 will greatly enhance and preserve the state’s world-class mutual aid system with much needed revenues to support state and local fire response capabilities, not just for wildland fires, but for all catastrophic disasters, including, but not limited to, devastating earthquakes, floods and the potential of chemical releases and attacks. Senate Bill X8 40 will provide direct financial assistance to local fire protection agencies to help them pay for and enhance their mutual aid capabilities and response, benefiting all Californians during times of catastrophic disasters.

For these reasons, the(insert agency name)strongly supports your Senate Bill X8 40 and we greatly appreciate your authorship and leadership on this critical public safety measure.

Sincerely,

________________(Name)

